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	Thomas doubted. Gamaliel, teacher of Saul, wondered. Those who watch Jesus return, even those who had pierced his side, will wail. Did you catch that last comment during the reading from Revelation? “Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail!” Even those who pierced him, all the tribes of the earth, will wail!
	The revelation of John is not the first time this concept occurs in Scripture. The prophet Zechariah relates God’s revelation: “And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look upon me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child and grieve bitterly as one grieves for a first born son.” (Zechariah 12:10, noted in the commentary, Feasting on the Word, Yr. C, Vol. 2, p. 395) 
	Could it be that rather than the wailing being an expression of fear or mourning for themselves, this wailing in Revelation by all the tribes of the earth is a sign of grace and repentance? Could all these passages, these moments of doubt and wonder, be evidence of God’s grace? 
	Tragically, the passage from Acts has at times in history been used to foment hatred and bigotry. Peter’s statement to the Council, “Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree…” has, at times, been a rallying cry against Jews, with horrific consequences. But what if we change the inflection just a little. “this Jesus whom you killed and God raised…” The emphasis now is on the dying and raising of Jesus, on the grace by which God has conquered death. 
	Also too often in this passage, the focus has been on the stubbornness and fear of the Jewish authorities. Gamaliel’s speech is hardly noticed, if even included in the reading. What a loss this is for understanding the intent of the passage! Gamaliel was a respected leader of the Council. The Council respects him, and to some extent, follows his reasoning. Even among the leaders there were those who at least wondered if Jesus could be the Messiah. Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea were not alone! I just wish Saul, who studied under Gamaliel, and later became Paul, had listened to this admonition! I am sure Paul wished that as well! It might have changed his self-righteous vigor when he persecuted the Church. It is a warning against any such self-righteous behavior. 
	In the Gospel reading we hear a similar change of focus. Most of the time, we latch on to the last verse of this reading. “Blessed are those who have not seen, and yet believe.” We find comfort, and perhaps more than a little pride (?), in this blessing from Jesus. WE have not physically seen the risen Jesus, but WE believe! We let this blessing distance us from doubters. And that feels pretty good… until we experience doubts ourselves as most of will at some point in our life of faith. 
	Thomas, and his doubting, help us to see the reality of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Despite Jesus’ warnings that this would happen, the disciples did not expect it. Jesus the Messiah could not die! And yet it happened. Thomas receives the brunt of the chastisement for his lack of belief in the Gospel of John. However, Mark tells us that all the disciples were chastised by Jesus, for their lack of belief in the witness given by the women and the travelers to Emmaus. Thomas may have asked to see the hands and feet of Jesus as proof, but the rest of the disciples were not too quick to pick up on the reality of the resurrection either! Are we any quicker? Do we not also doubt from time to time? 
	Yet the disciples, especially Thomas, are not rejected for their doubts. Jesus has compassion on them all. Jesus returns to the room where the disciples gather in order to address Thomas’ doubts. He greets Thomas, perhaps with a bit of teasing, perhaps with a more serious intent, but definitely with love and affection. ‘Here,’ Jesus says even after Thomas has acknowledged his resurrection, ‘here, put your finger in the hole in my hand and my side. Have no more doubts, about my resurrection or about yourself. I am real. So is your faith. But let this not be the needed proof for all that will come to faith in the future. Not all will have this chance. Yet they will believe. That is a blessing, but so are you.’ 
	 
	Then there is that marvelous vision in Revelation! Even those who pierced Jesus shall see him! They will wail when they see his pierced hands and feet and side. What hope this gives to those of us who repent of the times we have pierced God’s heart, along with Christ’s side, through our sinfulness. Hear in these words that we too receive God’s forgiveness; that we can know God’s holy and redeeming grace. What a great promise for us, for all who have gone before us, and for all who will come after us! What incentive to proclaim the Gospel to all peoples, all the tribes of the earth, that they too might hear this word of hope and grace in the midst of doubt, in the midst of sorrow!
	None of these passages are given to us by the Holy Spirit through the Scriptures in order to make us feel better about ourselves in comparison with Thomas, the Council, Gamaliel, or anyone else. All are given to us to share the Easter grace of Jesus’ resurrection.
	God has compassion on our doubt, and the doubts of the world. God reaches out to all, continually calling us to repentance and redemption. For our own sake, and for the sake of others, this needs to be at the heart of what we believe and what we proclaim through the living of our lives. We can live as Easter people! 
	God’s word of hope and grace in Jesus Christ leaves no room for arrogance or hatred of others. How those who instigated the Inquisition or the Holocaust could have missed this message is beyond me. How those who thought the Crusades were holy, or the wars between Catholics and Protestants were in keeping with God’s will boggles the mind. That slavery, especially in the form it took in the Western world, was defended by warped theology is particularly painful. How the Russian Orthodox leadership can support this tragic and horrific war in Ukraine defies understanding. 
	However, it is not only in the egregious global points of history that we find people missing this central tenet of the Christian faith. God’s grace comes in the midst of everyday life, challenging and giving hope in the midst of daily struggles, in the ordinariness of daily frustrations. We do not have to be President of the United States, Premier or leader of any country, or high-profile celebrities to show forth the glory of God revealed in Easter. We are Easter people – who are given multiple ways to shine with the love of God giving hope to the world! Easter people smile and laugh and rejoice with the beauty and love in the world. Easter people weep and comfort and embrace the pains and suffering in the world. 
	We are Easter people when we take the doubts of others seriously, listening to their pain, their struggle. We are Easter people when we feed the hungry, honoring their dignity as our brothers and sisters whom we love. We are Easter people when we seek justice for strangers – not only when they are falsely accused of something, but proactively when systems themselves embody injustice. 
	We are Easter people when we comfort a sniffling child, bandage an owie, wipe a nose, take the time to listen to a long-winded explanation of their world. We are Easter people when we spend time with the elderly, listening to their words of wisdom, providing a ministry of presence that lets them know they are not forgotten by us or by God. 
We are Easter people, when we silently seek God’s wisdom and direction before responding to another’s expression of fear or hatred. We are Easter people when we boldly challenge misuse of Scripture by sharing Scripture and grace rather than returning abuse for abuse. We are Easter people when we stand beside abused peoples, identifying with their pain and resisting the urge to say, ‘that’s not my problem.’ We are Easter people when we humbly acknowledge the truth of history, and work to remedy remaining inequities. We are Easter people when we live, and reveal to others, the transforming grace of God who redeems people of all tribes of the earth, not just our particular ethnicity, neighborhood, nation, color, or sexual identity. 
	We are Easter people when we give glory to God for transformed lives and renewed creation. Easter people scatter grace, mercy, and hope like the wind scatters the wildflowers. We don’t know which will grow, but no Easter effort is wasted. Let us rejoice in this Easter grace! Amen.
	
